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Banquet Update…It’s Finally Going to Happen! 

LIMM’s 25th Anniversary celebration will finally take place on 
Saturday, November 6th with social hour consisting of beer/wine 

and assorted appetizers beginning at 6pm, and dinner with a choice 
of beef tenderloin, citrus grilled salmon or vegetarian meal 

beginning at 7pm.  Following dinner, there will be a program 
featuring testimonials from ministries LIMM has supported in 
Belize, Uganda, and Chicago. Also, our Executive Director will 

provide a glimpse of the organization’s future hopes and dreams.  
Throughout the evening, guests will have the opportunity to bid on 
several silent auction items:  a handmade quilt by Diane Revolinski, 

wooden wall crosses by Hector Hoppe, 2 framed photos taken by 
Photographer Sharon Thomas, and assorted gift baskets. The event 

will take place in Koburg Hall at Concordia Seminary.  The cost is 
$40 per person or $300 for a table, and there’s still room! You may 
register on our website or contact Linda Jurgens at 815-979-8675. 

Please join us and help us celebrate 25 years! 



 

 
 

    The Effects of the COVID Crisis on Missionaries 
                                             By Linda Jurgens 

 
 Last month, at the ALMA Zoom conference, I listened to a fantastic devotion 
 by Dr. Robert Newton.  I expected to hear him discuss the issues that 
 missionaries are facing with border closings, isolation and fear, the spiraling 
 death count, program cancellations, the need to social distance, wear masks,  
 and take other health precautions.  These are all true, and LIMM is trying to  
 help missionaries through these difficult times!  However, Dr. Newton 
 shifted my focus to look at how God is using the COVID pandemic for His 
 benefit, and how God often used crisis to spread His Word.  He highlighted 3 
 blessings of COVID: 
                                                                                                                                                                                    
1) The pandemic has awakened us to who we really are against the 

country/culture we serve.  Years ago, the church had a prominent place 
in all realms of society (political, social, civil). Church shaped the culture, 
making it easy to speak the Gospel.  In our generation, Christendom 
seems to be coming to a halt.  The church is becoming non-essential in 
our society today.  This was exemplified when a California judge ruled the 
church no different than any other business and forbid church goers from 
gathering together.  The world today is hostile to the Gospel.  We need to 
hold on to the truth like never before! 1 Peter: 1-2 writes to “God’s elect, 
exiles scattered throughout the provinces….”  We are now the elect of God 
to be exiled, suffering, and strangers of the present age in our land.   

Jesus came into a world just like ours – one that needs to be fixed/redeemed!  And we are asked to serve 
from the margins where we must depend on God.  It is time we, just like Daniel’s three friends in the fiery 
furnace, learn to trust God.  The God of Daniel became the God of all the nations and people of every 
language.  And so is our hope!! 

 
2)  The pandemic has forced the Word of God to go beyond the church building. Worship services are 
now broadcast all over the world via smart phone, even in countries closed to the Gospel.  God is not 
confined to the sanctuary.  The Gospel has wings; The Word goes ahead of the people of God.  It is being 
shared with friends to the ends of the earth and traveling on the lips of people to pagans.  We need to 
think bigger than ourselves, and look at the hostile world as our mission field! 
 
3)   The pandemic has created a place to hear the Gospel without coming to church.  Going to church 
used to be an entry point to hearing the Gospel; a “social thing” to do (a natural bridge) whether a 
believer or not.  The unbeliever could meet Jesus there.  But it’s not a “natural bridge” in our society 
anymore…it’s been torn down.  We assume going to church is the starting place for faith.  Now, church 
attendance actually comes later in the growth process.  Unbelievers are meeting Christ in other 
ways…through casual conversation with friends and neighbors, online, on the radio, etc.   
 
The apostles asked Jesus before his ascension, “Lord, is it time to restore the kingdom to Israel?”  He said 
that the Father knows the time, but they were to receive the Holy Spirit to be witnesses to the ends of the 
earth.  Now is the time that every nation and every language can have more access to Christ.  If it’s of God, 
man cannot stop it!  The Word will not return void! 
 
Lutherans in Medical Missions participates in Thrivent's Choice Dollars® program. If you have Choice Dollars available 
to direct, please consider directing to LIMM.. We will use your Thrivent Choice grant funding for future mission projects. 
          LIMM is a Recognized Service Organization (RSO) of The Lutheran Church Missouri Synod, and a not-for-profit, tax-exempt  
      organization under IRS code section 501(c)(3). Contributions made directly to Lutherans in Medical Missions are tax-deductible. 
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